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Letter from the Executive Director

Dear International Friends:

This special edition of the International
Affairs Update will go to thousands of Univer-
sity of Arizona (UA) Alumni across the globe.
In partnership with the UA Foundation, the
division of International Affairs plans a series of
annual communications with our “international
family.” In turn, we are
eager to hear from you.
We encourage you to
contact us through our
website at htp://
www. international.
arizona.edu. You can
also keep abreast of
events on campus
through the UA alumni
website at: hittp://
www.uagrad.org/

The 2002-2003
academic year is one of celebration for interna-
tional relations at UA. It was fifty years ago — in
the fall of 1952 — that the first international
student advisor, Professor G.H. Mundinger,
was assigned to assist incoming international
students at the University. In the same year,
Mrs. George Harvill, wife of then UA President
Richard A. Harvill, established a community-
hosting program for international students called
Families for International Friendship (FFIF). It
became one of the most successful community
endeavors in Tucson, providing friendship and
support to thousands of incoming international
students over the years. FFIF became Interna-
tional Friends and continues to be an integral
part of each international student’s experience at
UA, serving a record 3,012 students from 130
countries with hometown hospitality this year.

In 1997, UA launched Campaign Arizona, a
major fund raising initiative with the goal of
increasing scholarships, supporting research,
and creating a more student-centered educational
experience. International Affairs has fowr major
efforts as its part of Campaign Arizona:
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M the creation of the International Friends
50" Anniversary Scholarship program that will
support deserving international students who
are near the end of their degree program and
have encountered financial difficulties in reaching
their academic goals

B the expansion of the Infernational
Student Emergency Fund to aid international
students who confront short-term, unforeseen
financial problems.

B the funding of fellowships through
Scholars at Risk, a network founded by
MacArthur Foundation that supports the
sponsorship of “endangered academics™ at
American universities who have been the
victims of human rights abuses in their home
countries.

B the creation of the UA Study Abroad
Scholarship program to provide support to
academically outstanding students who would
normally not have the financial resources to
study abroad.

If you, or someone among your family and
friends would like to make a donation to one of
these programs, please use the donation form on
page three of this newsletter. All four of these
programs greatly enhance the capability of
International Affairs to serve its mission of
supporting students and assisting international
faculty members whose academic freedom is
under attack. Thank you for your consideration
of this request.
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For a complete update on
Campaign Arizona, please see the website
at: hittp://www.al.arizona.edw/campaz/
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In closing, I also want to thank every
individual in our international community
for your contributions to the cultural and
intellectual character of the University.
Whether you are a former UA interna-
tional student or a US native abroad, your
commitment and active participation in
our academic life have ensured the success ~
of UA as a world-class public research
university. We will never forget the
immeasurable richness each and every one
of you brought to our campus during your
stay with us.

My best wishes.

Sincerely,

(N

KIrk StMmons, PH.D.
Executive Director




